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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-2 & 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the 
steps. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted steps are: sensing the position of the rib- 
shaped entrapment members (i.e. claim 3), which would be required to create a 
dependence between the motor and entrapment members and vary the drive motor 
based on the position of the entrainment members. Absent this step, it is unclear how 
the motor can be variably controlled with dependence on the entrainment members. 
Clarification and correction are required. However, absent such limitation the claims are 
construed to read broadly on varying the drum drive motor connected to the drum, the 
drum drive motor being connected to the entrainment members through the drum (i.e. 
having dependence on the entrainment member position). 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 8, the phrase "which is then pre-known" renders the 
claim indefinite because "which is then" suggests a result of subsequent action and it is 
unclear how such resultant action may be "pre-known". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 & 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by DE 1 0054947 or Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). See, for instance, the 
abstract of DE '947 or pages 1-2 of applicant's original disclosure. 

7. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,280,660 to PELLERIN etai ("PELLERIN"). Re claims 1-2, PELLERIN 
discloses a laundry treating system including subjecting the laundry to turbulence by 
introducing mechanical energy (rotating inner drum 22 via motor 33 through pulley 54), 
the drum having rib-shaped entrainment members (ribs 29a-c or ribs 1-3) parallel to the 
rotational axis, and varying control of the motor in dependence of sensed rotary position 
of ribs via sensor (108) based on rotary speed of the drum (see Figures 1-2, 4-5, 7 and 
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relative associated text, especially col. 7, lines 12-28). The Examiner notes that 
sensing imbalance of the inner drum and taking corrective action of the imbalance reads 
on "varying control of the drum drive motor" as claimed. Re claim 3, the spatial position 
of the ribs are sensed using indicators (ribs 1-3, see col. 6, line 59 etseq.). Re claims 
4-8, a conventional proximity switch (108) in combination with processing means (102) 
is used (see col. 7, line 12 - col. 8, line 50) which is readable on the claimed 
incremental sensor and further discloses that "[a]ny device which could identify passage 
of a point on inner drum 22 could be used in place of the proximity switch" (col. 7, lines 
6-11). Re claims 9-10, the sensed alteration of the preset rotary speed/drum torque of 
the drum described above and the subsequent action to correct the load imbalance 
reads on "varying a rotary speed presetting" as claimed. Accordingly, recitation of 
PELLEGRIN reads on applicant's claimed invention. 



Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph L. Perrin, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1305. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-4:30, except 
alternate Fridays. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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1 0. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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